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MR. ENDEE INTERVIEW 

BY MAURICE WADE 

My search for Mr. Endee was relentless. I could never predict the difficulties that I would face getting 

a meeting with an administrator, however, my efforts were worth it. Meeting with Mr. Endee was a 

great experience, and these were some of the points I took away from our conversation.  

MW: How long have you been working at Overbrook?        
DE: I’ve worked here for almost 20 years. I began in August of  2000. 

MW: Have you always wanted to work with high schoolers?       
DE: I had the luxury to work with students of all ages from  preschool to high school. Having the 
opportunity to work  with students in general is something that I enjoy. 

MW: What is the craziest/weirdest write-up you’ve  ever seen?       
DE: You’d be surprised. 

MW:  What is your favorite thing about your job?         
DE: My favorite thing about my job is watching the  freshmen mature into seniors; watching them 
turn from adolescents scared of the upper classmen to the mature young adults who are the 
upperclassmen is a sight to see. Also seeing seniors come back to say hello and seeing all their 
accomplishments is absolutely amazing. I receive Christmas cards and phone calls from many 
graduates expressing their gratitude for having me push them to stay   on top of their school work. By 
far, receiving messages such as these make what I do worth it. 

MW: What is your least favorite thing about your job?         
DE: Receiving the bad news. Getting phone calls about the deaths of students is truly heartbreaking. 
Students falling victim to drug overdose or even car accidents hits a hard spot in my heart. 

MW: What is something interesting about you that most people don’t know about?    
DE: I’m a complete family guy, and there isn't much that people don't know about me; I play golf and 
I have a son, a senior who I’m very proud of. Oh, and two dogs and a fish. 

MW: What are your goals for the future of Overbrook? How are you contributing to 
this goal?               
DE: My goals for the future of Overbrook are the same as Mr. Lee’s to help our students. Hiring new 
young teachers and renovating the building into a special facility really aids this goal. 

MW: Would you send your son here?           
DE: Yes. In a heartbeat. He would love many of the teachers here. 

MW: Where were you before you came to Overbrook?        
DE: Before Overbrook, I was a Physical Education teacher in Camden, and then a Mental Health 
Counselor at Archway High School. I’ve been helping kids my whole life - it's where my heart is. I 
have always wanted to work with kids that were similar to me, but it’s tough to see kids coming from 
difficult situations. It’s also hard for me to relate to because I always had a mother and father to 
support me. 

MW: When will you retire?            
DE: The day I no longer love being at Overbrook will be the day I retire. This school is a part of me 
and I feel as though I’ve grown with it, from the lack of air conditioning to the new water fountains. 

MW: Are you ever going to bring back the ‘stache?         
DE: You have to wait and see ;) 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CAST AND CREW OF GETTING 

SARA MARRIED ! 

Opening mid-November for a one-weekend run was the Overbrook Theatre Department's hilarious 

fall play, Getting Sara Married.  Sara is a young business 

professional living in Manhattan.  Although she seems 

content with her single life, her Aunt Martha feels it 

necessary that she get married as soon as possible and 

her ways of setting her niece up are... quite 

unconventional.  The cast and crew had the audience 

laughing out loud!  The new theater and set design was 

superb.  We cannot wait to see Broadway Night on 

January 31st at 7:00 p.m. 
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SPOTLIGHTS 

BY KYLE JURILLA 

  

Ava Underwood is involved in an extensive amount of activities 

including Yearbook, Art Club, National Honor Society, and stage 

painting crew. Her honors include spotlight, National Honor 

Society, and enrollment of AP classes. Her academic 

accomplishment is obtaining honor roll and her favorite subjects 

are English and History. Her out of school activities include 

volunteering at community day, food drives, a rabies clinic, and 

working at Sprinklz. In the future, Ava plans to attend college and 

major in education to become a history or English teacher. 

 

Darnae Walker Blankson is involved in a handful of activities 

including Special Olympics Project, Unified bowling, and concert 

choir. Her honors include spotlight, People’s Choice Award, 

certificate of merit for excellence in World Language, and being a 

Ram Card winner every marking period last year. Her academic 

accomplishment is obtaining honor roll and her favorite subjects are 

science and choir. Her out of school activities include church choir, 

youth group at church, and Saturday morning bowling league. In the 

future, Darnae plans to attend college to become a teacher. 

 

Eric Burns is involved in a few activities including Soccer, 

Wrestling, and Overtones. His honors include spotlight and becoming 

the gym student of the month. His academic accomplishment is 

obtaining Principal’s list and his favorite subject is choir. In the 

future, Eric plans to attend college to become a personal trainer or 

video game designer. 

 

Mikayla Hughes is involved in being a member of the Ladies 

Tennis team. Her honors include spotlight, ASL student of the month, 

and the most improved Tennis player award. Her academic 

accomplishments is obtaining honor roll and principal’s list, and her 

favorite subjects are woodworking and math. Her out of school 

activities include being a lifeguard at Sahara Sam’s, winning life 

guard of the month, and the most positive lifeguard award. In the 

future, Mikayla plans to attend Rowan University to become a dental 

hygienist.  

Madison Burke is involved in a numerous amount of activities 

including Leo Club, Art Club, paint crew, Science League, Soccer, and 

Tennis. Her honors include spotlight and captain of the soccer team. 

Her academic accomplishments include obtaining Principal’s List since 

freshman year and her favorite subject is English. Her out of school 

activities include volunteering at her church nursery and working at 

Sweet Eats Bakery. In the future, Madison plans to attend college and 

major in education and to become an elementary school teacher.    

 

Mohammed Sahir is involved in the Soccer team. His honors include 

spotlight and being the student of the month. His favorite subject is 

chemistry. His out of school activities include being a member of a 

youth organization and doing charity work for the community. In the 

future, Mohammed plans to attend college and to study software 

engineering. 

 

Spencer Mills is involved in a handful of activities including Football, 

Wrestling, Student Government, National Honor Society, and 21st 

Century Scholars. His honors include spotlight, People’s choice, 

homeroom representative, and achievement for outstanding 

fundraising. His academic accomplishments include obtaining Honor 

roll and being in Boys’ State and National Honor Society and his 

favorite subject is history. His out of school activity includes 

volunteering as a firefighter at the Pine Hill Fire Department. In the 

future, Spencer plans to attend college and major in Criminal Justice 

and to become a law enforcement officer. 

 

Alyssa Fisher is involved in a few activities including Varsity field 

hockey, Track team, homeroom representative, and 21st Century 

Scholars. Her honors include spotlight and captain of the field hockey 

team for the past two years. Her academic accomplishments includes 

obtaining honor roll, Principal’s list, and being in National Honor 

Society and her favorite subject is American Sign Language. Her out of 

school activity includes being a coach at the Atlantic Coast Gymnastics. 

In the future, Alyssa plans to attend college and major in education to 

become an elementary school teacher.   
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October & November 

Left to Right:  

 

Madison Burke,  Mohammed Sahir, Spencer Mills, &  Alyssa Fisher 

Left to Right:  

 

Eric Burns, Ava Underwood, Darnae Walker Blankson, Mikayla Hughes 
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THE FORTY PERCENT 

BY DARIEN BROWN AND KYLE 

JURILLA 

Did you know that a whopping sixty percent 

of schools across the nation do not offer any 

computer programming classes, electives, or 

clubs? Overbrook High School should be 

proud to be one of the forty percent of 

schools with at least one programming 

opportunity. This new coding club, 

supervised by Mr. Angilletta and Mr. Cop, is 

open to everyone. Regardless of whether you 

have prior knowledge within the computer 

world or you have never seen a line of code 

before in your life, this club can be extremely 

helpful. Even if you have no intention of 

pursuing a STEM career, computer coding is 

an entertaining and beneficial hobby that 

everyone should take the opportunity to 

learn. 

  Every Thursday after school, this group meets 

in room G109 to work on online coding 

lessons. The best part is, if you miss a 

meeting or don’t finish the activity, you can 

log on at home. If computer coding sounds 

like a daunting and time consuming task, 

there’s no need to stress. The program by 

Code.org starts extremely simple, and 

gradually increases in difficulty as it 

progresses. Completing each iteration of 

courses will allow you to feel yourself 

becoming a more productive and 

knowledgeable tech user.   

SIMI’S PRO TIPS 

BY IVANNAH SOSING 

Here are some pro tips to make your life easier: 

• Want a cold drink? Wrap a wet paper 
towel around your beverage and place it in 
the freezer. In 15 minutes, it’ll be 
completely ice cold.    

• A frozen saturated sponge in a ziploc 
makes an icepack that won't drip all over 
when it melts.  

• Zipper stuck? Rub the teeth with the tip of 
a graphite pencil to fix them.          

• Swivel the soda can tab to use it as a holder 
for your straw.             

• Didn’t mean to highlight something? Dip a 
cotton swab in lemon and the rub the 
highlight away.                  

• Use paper clips to find the end of a tape 
roll easily.             

• Having trouble spelling words like 
“recession” or “necessary”? Remember the 
phrase “1 collar, 2 sleeves”  to remember 
that there is one letter “c” and two of the 
letter “s.”         

• Hand sanitizer removes permanent 
marker off any surface. 

ANIMAL FUN FACTS 

BY ALAINA MORRIS 

• Just like some people, hippos turn red 
when they get angry. 

• Fruit flies were the first animals to be 
launched into space. 

• Male peacocks are the ones only called 
peacocks, females are called peahens. 

• Wombat poop is cube shaped. 

• Birds are immune to the heat of chili 
peppers. 

• In 1924, a Labrador retriever was 
sentenced to life without parole at Eastern 
State Penitentiary for killing the governor’s 
cat. 

• Prairie dogs say hello by kissing 

• There was once a type of crocodile that 
could gallop. 

• Female bats give birth while hanging 
upside down, catching the baby with their 
wings as it drops. 

 

AFTER SCHOOL INVOLVEMENT 

BY DARIEN BROWN 

This year is off to a great start for many clubs in Overbrook, and I’ve noticed that people of all grade 

levels have been going out of their way to be active in the student body. Attendance has been high in a 

lot of different meetings, and I have hope that this will not change as the year progresses. If you haven’t 

been to club meetings, or you haven’t decided which clubs are right for you, here’s a brief overview of 

some of the changes Overbrook has been seeing after regular school hours. 

Both Renaissance and Student Government constantly have more and more of their ideas approved. 

Their snack sales may be in competition with one another, but these clubs work together to raise school 

spirit to the next level. It’s hard not to have noticed all of the activities, both in and out of school, that 

have been organized by these two organizations. Thanks to Student Government, we already had our fall 

sports pep rally, which will be followed by the winter sports pep rally and, at long last, a third rally to 

celebrate our spring athletes. In the meanwhile, various activities and fundraisers have been put 

together by Renaissance, including the Food Truck Festival, the Color Craze Maze, the Duffield’s Farm 

Trip, and multiple breast cancer awareness projects. 

Many of us saw that Drama Club put on a moving LGBTQ play called The Laramie Project, which 

multiple teachers were involved in. All the while, many other clubs are continuing their annual activities, 

such as Art Club’s Haunted High School. Coding Club and Video Production Club have become popular 

new additions to Overbrook’s after school agenda as well. Still not impressed? Start your own club! It 

takes some work, but work is the only thing that will keep pushing Overbrook in the right direction. Our 

teachers, administrators, and peers have used so much effort to make these four years more enjoyable. 

Mr. Lee has gone out of his way to approve more activities and encourage clubs during meetings. It’s 

very easy to groan about negative things and forget to find the positives. Joining a club will help you to 

see the bright side of your high school experience. We may be a couple months into the school year, but 

it certainly isn’t too late to be involved. 

 

YOUR JOURNEY TO SUCCESS 

BY NAZIA ALAM 

Looking for help to prepare for college or do better on the SAT? Why 

not join 21st Century Scholars Program? The 21st Century Program 

helps with tutoring, SAT prep, homework, college readiness, STEM 

based activities, and features guest speakers. The program meets from 

2:00 to 4:30pm, Monday through Friday in room B111 and also 

provides snacks everyday and provides various fun trips for free. If 

you’re worried about a ride home, don't stress, the club provides 

transportation. Don't miss this amazing opportunity to make a 

difference in your life. 

SCIENTIFIC CENSORSHIP WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT 

BY ISAIAH W. ROEPKE 

In an article, “US Energy Agency Asked Scientists to Scrub References to Climate Change”, which was 

published on the Nature.com website, I was exposed to the details of scientific censorship within the 

Trump administration. This censorship is a de facto policy, not a written policy, enacted through the 

Department of Energy. To clarify, it is a policy that is carried out without any legal backing. Scientists 

find themselves in a situation where their superiors ask them to refrain from using phrases like “climate 

change” and “global warming” because the Department of Energy, which is responsible for issuing 

grants to research projects, favors projects that agree to not use terms referring to climate change 

directly. 

Following the release of the article, I wanted to throw my two cents into the discourse over whether the 

government really is censoring projects that detail climate change.  I do understand certain 

counterpoints, like how the policy isn’t censoring scientists. Instead, the scientists are twisting their 

words to appeal to the political opinion of the government in order to achieve a higher chance of being 

funded. I must say that this is censorship, or preventing certain speech from being used, whether it is 

written on paper or a de facto policy. One dispute that was found on social media discussion boards, 

debated whether or not research teams that aren’t able to receive government funding would be able to 

reach out to commercial entities for their research. I do think that this misses the point of the original 

argument. The point is that the government is picking and choosing which projects to fund based upon 

the language of the scientists. The government, as the body of the people, cannot be biased towards one 

type of language over another. If a government controls the type of language used by the people, or in 

this case the scientists, it cripples the discourse allowed when discussing both what is happening in our 

world and the best way to respond . Limiting funding to certain research groups because of the 

obligation of withholding specific speech is not beneficial, it is language policing. 

Opinion section continues on pg.7 
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SPORTS EDITION: NBA 2017-2018 

BY SAHJPREET SINGH 

 

The NBA (National Basketball Association) has thirty different teams that all have one goal, which is to 

win an NBA championship. Winning a championship requires determination, dedication, and 

commitment. Recently, the Golden State Warriors were crowned champions of the 2016-2017 season 

after 8x All-Star Forward and former league MVP, Kevin Durant, announced he would be signing with 

the team last summer on July 4th. Kevin Durant, the already established superstar, received a lot of 

backlash for this decision. Many fans stated that his move Oakland, CA was weak and described it as 

“taking the easy route” to a championship, being that the Golden State Warriors already had several All

-Stars including Stephen Curry, Draymond Green, and Klay Thompson. Many fans of the NBA call such 

combinations of talent “super teams,” and a variety of teams this offseason have made mixtures of 

attempts to strengthen their rosters by signing big names around the league. This has made for a rather 

interesting and entertaining offseason for players and fans alike. 

Amongst these teams who made the push for power are the Cleveland Cavaliers. After falling short of 

the championship last season, they have added numerous pieces to their roster. Following their loss, 

dynamic point guard Kyrie Irving requested a trade, wishing to maximize his potential elsewhere 

without LeBron James. The Cavaliers granted his wish and traded the twenty-five year old point guard 

to the Boston Celtics for the electric Isaiah Thomas and defensive wing Jae Crowder. Despite suffering 

a hip injury in the Playoffs, Thomas stated to ESPN, "Maybe I am not going to be back as soon this 

season as everyone wants me to be, but 

I'm going to be back, and I'm going to 

be the same player again.” They also 

signed 2011 MVP, Derrick Rose, and All

- Star veteran, Dwayne Wade, to their 

squad. In addition to acquiring Irving, 

who is mostly in his prime, the Boston 

Celtics also acquired star forward 

Gordon Hayward from the Utah Jazz. 

The Celtics are looking to make it closer 

to the Finals with Irving and Hayward 

as their young leaders. With those 

moves, the Cavaliers have made themselves the favorites to win the Eastern Conference. 

In the west, the Oklahoma City Thunder have also received two all stars, Paul George and Carmelo 

Anthony. This makes for an explosive offense, which will star reigning league MVP Russell Westbrook 

as well the two stars previously mentioned. Another exciting trade was made by the Houston Rockets, 

who received Chris Paul from the Los Angeles Clippers as their starting point guard who will be 

teaming up with MVP runner-up James Harden. 

In summation, this NBA offseason will not be forgotten and may have effects for the upcoming years. 

The road to the finals won’t be so easy for the Warriors, with the new arrays of talent. On the other 

hand, the Cavs seem like the favorites to retain dominance in the East Conference due to their 

acquisitions. The Thunder, Rockets, Warriors, and Cleveland should all provide us with entertaining 

basketball all season long. As anticipation builds for the 2017-2018 season, it is fair to say that this year 

will be nothing short of amazing. 

EAGLES VS REDSKINS 

NINA WEYLAND 

The Philadelphia Eagles are the best team in 

the NFC, and possibly the NFL. Philly made 

sure to put a definitive stamp on that status 

with a dominating 34-24 win over division rival 

Washington Redskins on Monday, October 23, 

in a game that wasn't actually as close as the 

final score. 

The Eagles got off to a slow start, but once 

Carson Wentz and the offense got going, they 

were just about unstoppable. Philly had just 

three points when they got the ball, with just 

over six and a half minutes to go in the second 

quarter; from that point forward, they scored 

on five of the next six drives -- four of them 

touchdown drives of 80 yards or more. 

Carson Wentz carved up a defense that was 

beset by several injuries, finding Zach Ertz all 

over the field and passing the ball to secondary 

targets Nelson Agholor and Alshon Jeffery, as 

well as tertiary options like Mack Hollins and 

third-string running back Corey Clement. 
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HURRICANES THAT WREAKED HAVOC 

BY TASHMIM BEGUM 

Within the past month, three catastrophic hurricanes affected the United States, Caribbean 

Islands, and the Bahamas. These natural disasters were named Harvey, Irma, and Maria. The 

power of the storms led to emergency evacuations and heavy preparations for what was to come. 

Many homeowners who didn’t leave took on the storm and prepared for the worst. The results 

led to thousands of residents losing everything: electricity was out for days, streets were flooded, 

homes were gone, and lives were lost. 

Hurricane Harvey struck the United 

States on August 25, 2017 as a 

category 4 storm with winds as fast as 

132 miles per hour. Prior to its 

landfall in the States, the storm 

affected parts of the Caribbean 

Islands and Latin America with heavy 

rain, winds, and flooding. Houston, 

Texas and many other cities nearby 

were hit and received over 50 inches 

of rain, which resulted in mass 

flooding. The Texas Department of 

Public Service reported a minimum of 

100,000 homes and structures were damaged and thousands more destroyed. Major roads, 

highways, and local streets were engulfed with water levels that reached past the knees and hips. 

The flooding and water levels prevented residents from leaving their homes, leading to 

thousands of  residents rescued by the National Guard and local strangers with hearts of gold. 

More than 35,000 of those who lost their homes were forced to live in shelters and anything that 

could be used as a shelter. New York Times states the total cost of damage caused by Hurricane 

Harvey is estimated to exceed $70 billion dollars. 

Less than a week later, the Caribbean Islands and Florida braced themselves for Hurricane Irma. 

Irma crashed into the strip of islands as a category 5, striking Puerto Rico, the United States 

Virgin Islands, Saint Martin, Barbuda, the Bahamas, Cuba, and the Turks and Caicos Islands. 

The islands were in a state of emergency and the residents prepared themselves, but that didn’t 

prevent the storm from directly hitting them. The islands previously mentioned were extremely 

close and on the path  of the eye, the strongest and most powerful part of the storm. According 

to CNN News, results were devastating, leading to the destruction of 95% of Barbuda, more than 

60% of Puerto Rico without power or water, and an estimate of $10 billion dollars lost from 

damage. 

The next stop for Irma was the United States, with Florida to receive the first hit. Florida was 

declared a state of emergency and evacuations were conducted. Many left the state, but there 

were still those who believed they could take on the storm. The effects were similar to those 

caused by Harvey: the power went out, homes were destroyed, and streets were flooded. Not 

even Disney World had the strength to fight Irma and had minor damages as well. CNN states 

that over 1.5 million residents had no power, 25% of homes were destroyed, and costs were 

roughly over $50 billion dollars. Sadly, Hurricane Irma took the lives of over seventy civilians. 

The Caribbean Islands, specifically Puerto Rico, Dominica, Guadeloupe, the United States Virgin 

Islands and a few others were on the path of a third ginormous storm, Hurricane Maria. Puerto 

Rico, only two weeks into recovery from Irma, was hit by Maria as a Category 5. Many residents 

still didn’t have power, and their homes were completely destroyed from Irma, which resulted in 

the hardship of adequately preparing for Maria. Flash flooding caused water to reach above 

waist level and The Washington Post stated that more than 80% percent of the island had no 

electricity. Over 60,000 homes were damaged, and hospitals were greatly affected, which made 

it difficult to treat and protect patients. At the time, 95% of the island had no cell service, 

preventing proper communication, according to NBC news. Hurricane Maria took the lives of 

forty-five innocents and the damage was estimated to be $95 billion, announced by CNN. 

After the catastrophe caused by Hurricane Harvey, Irma, and Maria, thousands of people have 

lost everything: their homes, their belongings, their city, their town, and even loved ones. 

Victims of the storm need supplies, shelter, clean living, and closure from the disaster they have 

experienced. How can we help bring relief to those who lost too much? Fortunately, we are living 

in an advanced era, which means the ability to donate and help with ease. Donations can be 

made to organizations and campaigns such as Red Cross, UNICEF, GlobalGiving, FEMA.gov and 

nvoad.org for the victims in Texas, Florida, and especially Puerto Rico. These sites are just 

examples, but you can give basic necessities such as clothes, non-perishable foods, toiletries, and 

much more. In this day and age, you just need to spread the word with help from social media; 

let your friends know what they can do and how they can help. And sometimes during hard and 

troubled times, we can give emotional support and love to those who are in need.  

 

A DAY OF DARKNESS 

BY NAZIA ALAM 

 

This year, on August 21st, a rare celestial 

phenomenon occurred once again in the USA, 

leaving hundreds of people in awe. This fantastic 

event, called the solar eclipse, could be seen all 

throughout North America, starting in Oregon and 

ending in South Carolina. A solar eclipse is when the 

Moon passes between the Sun and Earth, and fully 

or partially blocks the Sun. In order to see a solar 

eclipse you need to wear the correct eclipse glasses 

so you would not suffer from eye damage. People 

were flooding the stores to receive eclipse glasses, 

and some were lucky to get them, while others left 

empty handed without experiencing this amazing 

view of a total solar eclipse. However, even though 

the people of New Jersey could not experience a 

total eclipse, we still received maximum coverage of 

75% of the moon covering the sun. Although this 

event occurred a while ago, the spectacular sight 

that many people have witnessed will still remain in 

their memories for years to come. If you missed your 

chance to see this beautiful astronomical event, you 

still have another chance to see the eclipse in North 

America on April 8, 2024. 
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LOOKING BEYOND THE BOOKS         

BY NAYA WRIGHT 

Okay, so I have had a lot of trouble drafting this piece. At first, I simply thought I had lost the 

motivation to write anything. My voice faded, and I just no longer had the spark left to write a piece 

that would force everyone to think. I had no decent topics that would both stir up new thoughts while 

simultaneously being school related- and then it hit me. The problem was never that I had nothing left 

to discuss; after all, President Trump is up to his antics, college season is approaching, we have 

encountered natural disaster after natural disaster, and plenty has happened globally. I have topic upon 

topic to choose from, but nothing rang true when I attempted to write. Truthfully, the problem laid 

within the guidelines of the piece I was expected to draft. 

 You see, a major requirement of the “Ram Pages” is that every piece be school related. However, that 

process takes draft after draft, manipulation of the topic at hand, and can sometimes even take away 

from the broader purpose. I never intended to report on the school- we all know what happens on the 

day to day. My goal has always been to shed light on issues that normally would never garner attention 

from our student body. The real issue I have noticed now is embodied even here within the newspaper. 

Simply put, people only care when the situation directly impacts them. We should not have to “make” 

situations relatable. We as human beings should care to read them just because they are happening- 

whether personally or not. 

Climate change is not at the forefront of our minds because our little corner of the world is prospering. 

National revolutions have gained no support because it is not our nation. Different ecosystems and 

environments are being ruined, but since our area is just fine that becomes a non-issue. There is 

national and worldwide turmoil that is worsening by the day. However, our little Jersey homes are safe 

and sound- untouched by the terrors of the rest of the world. We are sheltered, but that does not mean 

we should ignore the facts and continue living as if the world is perfect. 

Take the Civil Rights Movements in the 60’s for example. We all know the story of an innocent 14 year 

old boy who was brutally murdered over a falsified claim. This little boy was named Emmett Till. 

Understand, Emmett Till’s mother did not care about the Civil Rights Movement, nor did she feel any 

outrage or need to get involved; the race wars were in the South and did not touch her quaint Northern 

home…. until those same race wars took her son away. Now imagine had she and countless others 

began fighting for rights before tragedy struck. How much closer would they have been to equality? 

How much sooner could tension have been eased? How many lives would have been saved instead of 

turned into martyrs who finally sparked anger that should have been brewing all along. 

We should take our advice from her circumstance and understand that a problem that inflicts 

ANYBODY should be an issue that troubles us all. There is no singular person. There is no “relatable” 

topic. There is only mankind. When one hurts, we all should. My message to you is this: do not wait 

until it hits close to home. Do not wait until it is your life being hurt to cry for justice, aid, and 

understanding. By the time you begin to understand and relate to the pain, it could already be too late. 

That heartbreak could have been avoided, had each person only cared enough without personal 

influence. Be the bridge, and learn empathy. Follow world topics, and consider the people who are 

actively impacted. Then act as if they were your own. We live in a world that is on the cusp of history. 

As a matter of fact, every moment we live becomes history. Let your actions today better the outcome of 

tomorrow, because the longer you wait to care, the longer it will be until help is found. Waiting now 

might just make it too late to act later… by the time an issue “relates” to our school, it will be because 

our school has already experienced disaster. When all along, the problem could have been prevented 

with just a little bit of prior knowledge and attention.  

 

WHAT’S IT LIKE TO BE A WOMAN 

BY JULIA KOERNER 

Do you know what it's like to be a woman?  

I can tell you it's pretty tough. We have lists and lists of things that could make our day go downhill, but 

all of this didn't hit me until the day I didn't want to walk to my local coffee shop. I was scared and I 

still am, I'm afraid of cat calls, I'm afraid of sexual harassment, I'm afraid to go outside. I'm afraid to go 

outside because of my gender.                                  

Females are sexualized from a young age, and we are told to, "just ignore it" or that "it doesn't matter.” 

Why have we taught to condemn the ones who are the victims of sexual harassment or sexist 

comments, and not convict the ones worthy of their crime to show that sexism isn't just? My gender 

does not dictate the way you treat me on the streets or in a professional setting.          

The simple things of everyday life are stripped away for women. We are afraid our rights will be taken 

away, and my sex allows rude and degrading things to be deemed okay. None of this is okay. We should 

be equal to every male. We are human. Is this the list of things you were expecting? This is what it's like 

to be a woman. As a young woman, I don't stand for these things. Women are strong, hard working, 

and independent people, yet they are still not equal to males after 100 years of fighting. No one should 

be discriminated for being who they are. I am a girl and I am proud to be one. I will never stop 

advocating, campaigning, fighting everyday until every girl gets a chance to live their lives as an equal; 

that's what it is like to be a woman.  

 

FROM DREAMS TO 

NIGHTMARES 

BY CIARA ROBINSON 

“We're talking about 790k people in DACA. Not 

just a few here and there. If these people have 

no criminal past and are part of our society, 

let them stay. We cannot undo decades of lax 

immigration enforcement, blame the 

younglings and kick them out.” 

-Elizabeth Aranda, CNN reporter 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals was an 

American immigration policy set up by the 

Obama administration in June of 2012. The 

policy allowed immigrants who were brought 

here as children illegally to apply for a permit 

every two years so they can remain in the 

United States, work, drive, get an education, 

and open bank accounts. As of September 5, 

2017, the policy was rescinded by the Trump 

Administration. In order to be eligible for 

D.A.C.A. you had to be free of felonies and 

serious misdemeanor charges, which means the 

government was allowing a majority of 

innocent people stay in the U.S. and allowing 

them to thrive. Since the policy has been 

rescinded it has left a growing fear in the hearts 

of those who relied on it. Will I have a job? Will 

I be able to stay? What will happen next? 

Questions like these leave an uneasy feeling in 

the heart of those who were once recipients. 

Although the policy did not necessarily 

guarantee that they would be able to become 

U.S. citizens, it did allow them to live their 

everyday lives without the constant fear of 

being deported. Not only does this affect adults, 

but it also affects the lives of teenagers just like 

you and me. This policy allowed them to pursue 

an education like every other student in the 

United States. The recipients of D.A.C.A. 

should be allowed to stay in the United States. 

Not only are Dreamers just as American as your 

average citizens, but they allowed for an added 

total of $22.7 billion annually to the U.S. gross 

domestic product (GDP). Allowing for our 

nation to thrive, yet we keep murderers, rapists, 

and other people who stay in a prison system 

which costs taxpayers millions of dollars a year. 

Now the question on everyone’s mind is will 

they be able to continue their lives or must they 

return to a country they may no longer call 

home? 
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THE ART OF OVERBROOK 
The Arts Section is where Overbrook’s most talented artists, writers, and photographers can have their work seen and appreciated by the 

entire student body. Take a look at the work we have in store  for this edition of Ram Pages below!  

 

 
Are you an aspiring artist that wants to have 

your work known? Stop by the media center 

and see Mrs. Nadelbach to have the chance 

to see your art published in our next edition! 
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